Life in Racksburg -- It's About More Than Work
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As with most Rackspace locations, the experience of the office is about much more than just the work. The culture and the people are tied to the culture and surroundings of the area. 

In our Blacksburg VA Dev offices (or Racksburg as we like to call it), our culture is a really lovely mix of the Racksburgers ourselves and what we like to do in our down time... both in and out of the offices.

Family Life and the Great Outdoors:

As with most young companies, many young Rackers started off working sixty to eighty-hour weeks and living for the night life, pubs, bars and thriving in down town party meccas. While there's a LOT of the latter to chose from here in Blacksburg (duhh! it's a college town!), I'm finding that as I and other fellow Rackers have settled down and started families, our focus has shifted from being workaholic/party animals to being-local/living-local family-Rackers... changing our focus to a more long term, manageable balance between professional goals and our kids and families. In that light, no place is better for raising young  families than Racksburg! Seriously, just after moving here in 2011 Blacksburg VA was rated "Best Place in the U.S. To Raise Kids"! [1]  Cool!

Now I'll be the first to admit, small town life in Blacksburg (pop ~40k) has taken a little getting used to for me. However, the awesome weather (80's summer), "real seasons" and plethora of year round outdoor activities such as lush green bike trails, canoe/kayaking/fishing, and the hiking/climbing are incredible!  They even have a free, open, volunteer managed, gun shooting range in the National forest down the road from my house!
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Racksburg offers tons of fun, beautiful outdoor activities.

Regarding the kiddos, as I tell other parents from San Antonio, “I can just let the kids run wild outside and not have to worry about fire ants, heat stroke or thugs messing with them.”  A real big plus for us (with four little kids all under ten)!

Just the fact that my kids get to play in the short lived 2-3 weeks of snow per year has been a looong awaited treat! Not to diss my old home in SAT, but the Texas two-seasons of HOT/cold-n-rainy/HOT/cold-n-rainy was really wearing my family and me down. We LOVE living and raising our kids in an area with real seasons! Ahhhh...
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Racksburg seasons are mild and refreshing.

Team Culture:

Of course back at work, team culture here at Racksburg is hard to beat. Racksburg being a Dev center, we  relax and recharge the creative juices with a great mix of 24-hr Hackathons, formalized Innovation Time (like 20% projects), and food and drink that totally rocks!  Not to mention public events we sponsor like Fork and Cork [2] where Rackers get to sample great local wine, cuisine and mingle with the locals.
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Besides all the great food events we do, we also have a couple variations of reset-your-brain time.  One such creative release is in the form the “Hackathon” and the other is a more personal/team variation called “Innovation Time” (aka “Shark Time").

Hackathons:

For the uninitiated, Hackathons are basically group organized projects that are all executed  within one 24 hour period and are presented to the rest of the company the following evening (usually at the end of a week).  Some projects are  non-technical (e.g. Meeting room branding ideas) while others are very technical (like a new mobile app for Rackspace products).  In short, individuals pick a project, jump in and come up with solutions or cool projects to work on within a single, caffeine filled 24hr period. Fast and Furious... Lots of cool energy!
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If Hackathons are “the group thing”, then Innovation Time is the regular, self-directed time  folks that most Dev teams get to work on fun, professional development projects. They can be work related, or just something to increase your own knowledge.  Want to learn a new programming language, create a movie themed/scale missile room scheduler?... an "easy button" that restarts mission critical web services?.. or flame throwing RC monster truck while learning python (?!?!)... That's what Innovation Time is all about! :)
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Area Technical Academia Breeds Coolness! 

Another cool aspect of living in a college town are not just all the local recruiting events we do, but also the cool opportunities that Rackers have to interact with industry leading academics and very cool technical groups! 

There are always tons of cool technology events and groups meeting in the area. 

Technical clubs and professional groups like FudCON[2], VT-Linux/HAM technology 

groups, SANS Security/Industry Leaders, Startup Incubators [3] / Entrepreneur groups [4], High Performance Computing Gurus, DARPA Projects, as well as fun Rackspace Sponsored Community Tech Talks, Startup Competitions [5] and more! There's always something going on!
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When I first moved out to Blacksburg, I thought I would be settling down in small town America -- down-shifting, as it were.  Far from it!  My first year here I found a bunch of other high power rocket geeks and actually started a High Power rocket club [6] connected with VT Aerospace, got my HAM radio license and gave a couple of public technical talks on Arduino microcontrollers! So instead of settling down, I've actually had to force myself to back-off a lot of the extracurricular activities, clubs and professional groups that I originally got plugged in with after hitting town.  In short, there's lots of fun, geeky stuff to keep you busy in Blacksburg, but I'm also a Dad now and so need to keep my priorities straight during the most fun part of my kiddo's lives.  :)

But no matter if you're an uber-geek bachelor, beer love'n brogrammer, upward young professional or are just starting your young family -- there's always something awesome to do or going on in our bustling little techno-Appalacia I like to call Racksburg. :)

[ 1 ] - “Virginia Town is Best Place in the U.S. to Raise Kids” http://goo.gl/IeysO , 

By Venessa Wong, November 15, 2011

[ 2 ] - Blacksburg Fork and Cork, http://www.blacksburgforkandcork.com/ 

[ 3 ] - TechPad, http://www.techpad.org/ 

[ 4 ] - RBTC, http://www.thetechnologycouncil.com/ 

[ 5 ] - “Startup Weekend Blacksburg Recap” http://goo.gl/tivk4 

[ 6 ] - New Rivery Valley Rocketry, http://nrvr.org/ 

�Friday, Team Breakfast.





�Chili Cookoff!





�Innovation Time Project, “The Delayenator!”





�Innovation Time, “Poofy” The Flame Throwing RC Truck!





�Hackathons start off with laptops and food, and end with caffeine, cool presentations and smiling back pats and kudos!





�VT DARPA Project Car





�Rackers taking a break to learn a few guitar licks.





�Innovation Time, Android+RSEmail powered, heat seeking room scheduler. (LR) Monta Elkins, Ben Rush, Matt Via 








